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A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia,1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated §5A-3-37a, relating to requiring state purchases of certain items to be made from authorized dealers in this state rather than directly from the manufacturers in certain circumstances.
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:
2

1
ARTICLE 3. PURCHASING DIVISION.
§5A-3-37a. Purchases from state located authorized dealers required in certain circumstances.
(a) Whenever bulk purchases are to be made of communication, electronic or other equipment or products for which authorized dealers are located in this state, if the manufacturer and an authorized dealer are tied for lowest bidder after competitive bidding, the purchases shall be made from that authorized dealer rather than directly from the out-of-state manufacturer of that equipment or those products.
(b) For a manufacturer to bid, they shall make sufficient inventory available to a West Virginia dealer, if one exists with qualifying credit, to satisfy the bid, and the cost to the dealer may not be increased at the time of the bid in excess of any price previously made available to that dealer for those items in the previous 120 days.
(c) Venue for any legal action under this section lies exclusively in a West Virginia court.
(d) The Secretary of Administration shall propose rules in accordance with the provisions of §29A-3-1 et seq. of this code to provide the procedures for following the provisions of this section.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to require bulk purchases of products which are sold by authorized dealers in this state be made from such dealers and not directly from out-of-state manufacturers of those products in certain circumstances. 
Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.
